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Who We Are: 
• Enrollment capacity is 600 students, 

most of whom hail from the 
working-class areas of  Brooklyn 
and Queens. 

• Admission to the school is highly 
sought-after (almost ten interested 
students for every spot), and is 
conducted by lottery.  The lottery  is 
open to any resident of New York 
City, regardless of academic, 
athletic or other ability.   

• The school reflects the ethnic 
diversity of New York.   

o 59% Hispanic 
o 25% African-American  
o 10% White 
o 1%  Asian descent 
o 5%  Other 

• Our students speak over a dozen 
different languages, including 
Spanish, Polish, Arabic, Albanian 
and Haitian Creole; 45% speak a 
language other than English at 
home.  

• 84% of our students receive free or 
reduced school lunch. 

• Almost all of our students are first-
generation college students. 

• We are members of the National 
Association for College Admissions 
Counseling (NACAC) and the 
College Access Consortium of New 
York (CACNY). 
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Graduation Requirements for WCHS compared to New York City Public Schools 
 

Academics (one credit = one semester) 
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Course Offerings and Basic Progression
 
 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 

English English 1  English 2 English 3 English 4 English 5 English 6 English 7 English 8 
Math Math A1  Math A2 Math A3 Math A4 Math B1 Math B2 Math B3 Math B4 

Social 
Studies 

Global 
History 1  

Global 
History 2 

Global History 3 Global History 4 U.S. History 1 U.S. History 2 Participation 
in 
Government 

Economics 

Science Earth 
Science 1 

Earth 
Science 2 

Living 
Environment 1 

Living 
Environment 2 

Chemistry 1 Chemistry 2 Physics 1 Physics 2 

Foreign 
Language** 

No Foreign Language Latin 1 Latin 2 Latin 3 or 
Italian 1 

Latin 4 or 
Italian 2 

Latin 5 or 
Italian 3 

Latin 6 or 
Italian 4 

Advisory Advisory 1 Advisory 2 Citizenship & 
Current Events 1 

Citizenship & 
Current Events 2 

Communication 
Skills & 
Leadership 1 

Communication 
Skills & 
Leadership 2 

College 
Writing & 
Research 
Skills 1 

College 
Writing & 
Research 
Skills 2 

 
**No foreign language was offered during the first year of the school’s existence.   
Co-Curricular Courses:  Physical Education, Health, Chorus, Art, Dance, Senior Seminar 
Honors Courses Offered:  English 3, English 4, Latin 3, Latin 4  
AP Courses Offered:  English Language/Composition, English Literature, Calculus, Physics, U.S. History, European History, Studio 
Art, Art History 
Additional Academic Opportunity:  “College Bound” program allows students who have exhausted WCHS offerings to take college 
classes at CUNY: Queens College  
Sports:  Soccer (B), Baseball (B), Basketball (B,G), Wrestling (B,G), Track (B,G), Cross-Country (B,G), Handball (B,G) 
Clubs:  Peer Tutoring, Rock Band, Aspira (leadership program for Latino/a youth), Chess, Environmental, Knitting, National Honors 
Society, Literary Magazine, Ladies’ Club, O.S.H.N.O. (“Old Students Helping New Ones;” mentoring club), NCCJ (school chapter 
of National Conference for Community and Justice), G-Club (student support for men’s issues), Culinary, Yearbook, Comic Book 
Annual Theatrical Performances:  Musical, Play, Winter Dance/Chorus Recital, Spring Dance/Chorus Recital  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testing
 
Because this is our first graduating class, we do not yet have enough data to provide meaningful statistics about our 
students’ performance on standardized tests.   
 
Almost all of our students are first-generation college students, and frequently lack the savvy and resources to prepare for 
standardized tests in the way that some of their more sophisticated peers will.  We believe that our students’ grades, as well 
as their decision to attend and to remain at a far more demanding and rigorous school than was required of them, speaks 
more deeply about their academic ability and personal character than any other factor.  

 

 


